
 
 
 
Spring Break Lectures 
Historic Green:New Orleans, in conjunction with the Center for Sustainable Engagement and 
Development 
Saturday, March 15, 2008, 9:00 AM – 12:30 PM, MLK School, 1617 Caffin Ave.   
 
 
Keynote Speaker: Rick Fedrizzi, President & CEO, U.S. Green Building Council 
9-9:45 AM 
 
Rick Fedrizzi, founding chairman of the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC), was appointed 
President & CEO of USGBC in April 2004. Under his leadership, the Council has embarked on a 
new era of growth, openness and transparency. Rick has spearheaded a number of critical 
initiatives, including a major refinement of the LEED Rating System and its extension into 
Homes, Schools and Healthcare; integration and capacity building to drive growth of the 
Council’s 70+ local Chapters; and an internal reorganization to align the Council’s resources 
with its strategic goals. Since Rick joined the Council, USGBC has expanded its membership 
base to include more than 13,000 organizations representing millions of employees, stakeholders 
and communities. 
 
 
Sustainable Preservation: Bill Dupont and Emily Wadhams 
10:00-11:00 AM 
Managing change in positive ways that respect the past and work for the future is at the heart of 
historic preservation. Issues of durability, longevity and sustainability are always paramount in 
stewardship of historic sites. 
 

William A. Dupont, AIA, is the San Antonio Conservation Society Endowed Professor 
within the College of Architecture at The University of Texas at San Antonio. Professor 
Dupont teaches advanced design studio and graduate seminars concerning historic 
preservation and is responsible for leadership and coordination of the historic preservation 
component of the architecture program.  Previously, he served for 11 years as the architect 
for the National Trust Historic Sites and still consults to the National Trust on projects 
concerning master planning and conservation treatment philosophy. In addition, Prof. Dupont 
leads a U.S. technical team on behalf of the National Trust and the Finca Vigia Foundation 
supporting preservation efforts at Museo Hemingway, Ernest Hemingway’s home in Cuba.  
 
Emily Wadhams is the Vice President for Public Policy at the National Trust, a position she 
has held since January 2003. From 1998 through 2003 she served as the State Historic 
Preservation Officer for the State of Vermont and prior to that was a consultant to non-profit 
and for-profit affordable housing developers rehabilitating historic buildings. She served as 
an Advisor to the National Trust from 1999 through 2003 and is currently on the Board of 
Directors of the Preservation Trust of Vermont and Smart Growth America. 

 
 

 



Sustainable Deconstruction: Rick Denhart 
11:00-11:30 AM 
 

Rick Denhart is director of Mercy Corps’ Gulf Coast Hurricane Recovery Program, where 
he is leading a widescale deconstruction effort focused through workforce development 
and education. Rick's work includes empowering disadvantaged populations through an 
emerging deconstruction industry. Rick also advises in deconstruction at Portland State 
University. 

 
 
Social Capital and Sustainability:  Dr. Hazel Denhart 
11:30 AM-12:00 PM 
 

Dr. Denhart is a researcher and faculty member at Portland State University where 
she leads service learning courses in deconstruction. She is currently conducting research 
for Mercy Corps in New Orleans and working with the University of New Orleans to 
establish a service learning program. 

 
 
Moisture Management Practices: Bill Robinson  
12:00-12:45 PM 
 

Bill Robinson is a licensed general contractor in California with over 30 years of experience 
in construction. For his first 15 years, Bill worked offshore as a commercial oilfield diver and 
superintendent. It was during that time he developed an acute awareness of the need for clear 
communication, specific job planning and the value of having all field personnel prepared to 
do their jobs. 



 
Historic Green Preservation Workshop/Demonstration 
Rudy R. Christian, Preservation Trades Network 
Monday, March 17, 2008 3:00-6:00 PM, Lower 9th Ward Village, 1001 Charbonnet 
 

Rudy R. Christian is a founding member and immediate past president of the Timber Framers 
Guild, founding member and President of Friends of Ohio Barns, founding member and 
Project Development Director of the Preservation Trades Network, and a founding member 
of the Traditional Timberframe Research and Advisory Group and the International Trades 
Education Initiative. His experience includes participation in the Quingue Forum, numerous 
speaking engagements and instructing educational workshops as well as publication of 
various articles about historic conservation. A recent article entitled “Conservation of 
Historic Building Trades; A Timber Framer’s View” was published in the APT Bulletin, vol. 
XXXIII, No. 1 and his recent collaborative work with author Allen Noble, entitled “The 
Barn; A Symbol of Ohio”, has been published on the Internet. In November 2000, the 
Preservation Trades Network awarded Rudy the Askins Achievement Award for excellence 
in the field of historic preservation. 

 
 
 
Global Green Panel Series: Greening Historic Homes 
March 19, 2008 5:30-7:00 PM 
The Global Green Resource Center, 841 Carondelet Street 
 
Panel: Tracy Nelson, Rudy Christian, Pam Bryan, Wayne Troyer 
It is often said the greenest home is the home already built. New Orleans is a city that is no 
stranger to preserving buildings, with close to 80% of it falling within a historic district. There 
are many different methods of making your historic home more energy efficient and sustainable. 
Our panelists this month will review these strategies and discuss the market of existing buildings.  
 

Tracy Nelson: Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office  
Rudy Christian: Preservation Trades Network  
Pam Bryan: Preservation Resource Center 
Wayne Troyer: Troyer Architects 

 
For more info on the Global Green Panel Series, contact John Moore jmoore@globalgreen.org, 
call 504-525-2121 
 


